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Introduction Sociology operates within normative
frameworks despite claims of impartiality. The domi-
nance of secular models necessitates the production of
Islamic humanities to improve governance and safe-
guard the Revolution's future. This requires indige-
nous theorizing to address theoretical weaknesses and
ineffective secular policies.

Objective This research defines Islamic sociology by
asking: how is society understood from an Islamic per-
spective?. It distinguishes this paradigm from secular
models, highlighting its theoretical and practical ad-
vantages.

Methodology This foundational study uses a descrip-
tive-analytical approach and documentary techniques
for data collection. It focuses on characterizing Islam-
ic sociology's essence and designing a new paradigm.
Findings Secular sociology, based on "reasons" and
"causes," is insufficient due to societal complexity
and human free will. Islamic sociology introduces the
"foundational factor", which imbues "reasons" with
"meaning" and "causes" with "power to influence".
Allah is the sole "foundational factor," possessing
intrinsic authenticity. This factor influences through
Divine Will, Wish, Decree, and Measure, forming a
comprehensive, three-dimensional analytical model.
Conclusion Existing models are incomplete, neglect-
ing the "foundational factor". Islamic sociology, rooted
in Tawhid (monotheism), transforms methodological
foundations. This new paradigm integrates human will
and environmental conditions within divine frame-
works, leading to deeper theoretical insight and greater
practical effectiveness in understanding and influencing
social change.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Sociology, as an academic discipline, has undergone significant trans-
formations, with proposed paradigms playing a crucial role in its evolution.
Despite claims of scientific neutrality and universality, critical discourses
reveal that no scientific theory or school of thought, particularly within the
human sciences, is entirely free from normative biases. The victory of the
Islamic Revolution in Iran underscored the strategic imperative to develop
Islamic human sciences. This initiative aims to enhance the societal govern-
ance model and safeguard the future of the revolution against the pervasive
influence of dominant secular paradigms, whose unchecked sway risks the-
oretical weaknesses and ineffective policy implementation. Consequently,
the central concern of this research is to delineate the essence of Islamic
sociology and articulate its distinctive analytical paradigm, specifically ad-
dressing the fundamental question of how society is to be understood within
the Islamic framework.

2. Research Methodology

This study is classified as fundamental research, employing a descrip-
tive-analytical approach. Data collection was primarily conducted through
a documentary technique. The research positions itself within the fourth
category of Islamic sociology studies, which focuses on the "whatness" of
the field and aims to propose a novel paradigm. Unlike earlier approaches
that debated the possibility of Islamic sociology, or focused on its indigenei-
ty or historical manifestations among Muslim scholars, this study seeks to es-
tablish a new philosophical foundation for understanding Islamic sociology.

3. Research Findings

The study establishes a fundamental distinction between secular and Is-
lamic sociological paradigms. Secular sociology primarily seeks to iden-
tify “reasons” or “causes”. It posits that social phenomena are functions
of social forces, understandable only within the web of social relationships.
This approach, particularly in its positivist form, views society as a mechani-
cal device governed by discoverable laws, often using quantitative methods.
However, it is inherently limited by the complexity of human societies and
the unique characteristic of human free will, which preclude the ability to
predict or standardize social behaviors with certainty, ultimately failing to
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grasp the true "why" of social transformations.

In contrast, Islamic sociology introduces the concept of the “founda-
tional factor” , which is understood as the underlying force that imparts
"meaning" to reasons and "efficacy" to causes. According to Islamic dis-
course, “Allah” is this ultimate “foundational factor”. The implications
are profound:

*  The foundational factor is definitive and inherently original, unlike
any other cause or reason, possessing an exclusive "intrinsic obliga-
tion" that solely belongs to God.

*  All phenomena, reasons, and causes must be analyzed and interpret-
ed in relation to God's will.

*  The paper identifies four key components of this "foundational fac-
tor" influencing social transformations:

* Divine Will: Absolute certainty of occurrence, transcending
conventional causes and reasons.

e Divine Intent: Desires not necessarily realized yet, but intrin-
sically desirable, encouraging human endeavor.

e Divine Decree: Divine commands or rulings that, while de-
sired, permit human deviation (with accountability).

* Divine Measure: Precise and comprehensive calculations that
govern all creation, representing the true underlying systems.

The study argues that existing sociological models are incomplete due to
their neglect of this "foundational factor". It further categorizes approaches to
Islamic sociology into "weak" and "strong" models. The "weak" models either
reduce religion to a mere social behavior or treat it as just another social force
within a predominantly secular analytical framework, ultimately failing to
challenge the core methodological principles of secular sociology. Converse-
ly, the “strong” model of Islamic sociology endeavors to understand the
mechanisms through which the “foundational factor” manifests in social
dynamics. This requires analyzing the interplay of divine will, human will, so-
cial processes, and environmental conditions, acknowledging that human will
is ineffective without divine will, and all social processes and environmental
conditions are ultimately subservient to God's command. This model is funda-
mentally rooted in the principle of “Tawhid” (monotheism), asserting that the
understanding of God is the essential entry point for sociology.

4. Conclusion

"Islamic sociology" is presented as a transformative new paradigm that
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fundamentally redefines the methodological basis of sociology. It goes be-
yond merely incorporating or emphasizing the role of religion in society;
instead, it establishes “Allah” as the singular “foundational factor” in
existence. This paradigm elucidates the mechanisms through which human
beings and society demonstrate their obedience and subservience to divine
will. Consequently, the scope of sociology expands beyond merely under-
standing social forces to include how these forces and the social environment
respond to divine will.

The core insight is that “Tawhid” serves as the foundational entry
point for sociological inquiry, much like it should for other scientific fields.
Within this framework, human will and environmental conditions are un-
derstood within the overarching context of divine will, intent, decree, and
measure. This allows for a more comprehensive identification of truly influ-
ential forces in society and their respective impacts. Such a robust Islamic
sociological model offers theoretical richness and practical efficacy by ac-
knowledging that social forces can be rendered inactive or surprisingly yield
different outcomes under divine influence, and that the social environment
and human agency are ultimately subject to divine command.
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