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Introduction & Objective: The enduring human aspi-
ration for a healthy, ideal society, strongly emphasized
in Quranic teachings, underpins this study. Such a so-
ciety, with divine governance and laws guiding cor-
rect individual and social relations, is presented by the
Quran as a practical path for elevation, outlining re-
peatable patterns universal across racial, ethnic, histor-
ical, and geographical characteristics. This research
aims to delineate how such a society can be achieved
within the Quranic discourse. Its primary objective is
to develop a standard for distinguishing balanced be-
haviors from decadent ones, and to identify the factors
for societal advancement, through the typification of
Quranic patterns.

Methodology: Employing a descriptive-analytical
method, this article explores the pathway to realizing
the desired society in the Quranic narrative. The ap-
proach involves an “interrogation of verses” to derive
a comprehensive societal outline.

Findings & Conclusion: The study’s core finding is
the formulation of a general framework for a Quran-
based society, established on realistic criteria and fun-
damental components. This framework determines
analogous, recurring models that transcend specific de-
mographic attributes. Ultimately, this derived Quranic
model is posited to serve as a blueprint, guiding socie-
ty towards an ideal state that integrates both the human
existential dimension and their living environment. It
thus offers a concrete, divinely inspired plan for soci-
etal transformation, distinct from purely imaginative
utopian constructs.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The aspiration for a healthy and desirable society is a long-standing hu-
man concern, deeply rooted in prophetic teachings, with the Quran strongly
emphasizing its realization. Throughout history, thinkers from ancient Greece
(Plato, Aristotle) to various Muslim philosophers (Farabi, Ikhwan al-Safa) and
modern theorists (Thomas More, Marx, Rawls) have conceptualized ideal
societies, often termed “utopias” or “ideal cities”. However, these ideas fre-
quently suffer from being abstract, theoretical, or impractical. The Quran, in
contrast, outlines a practical and replicable method for societal advancement,
identifying recurring patterns independent of racial, ethnic, historical, or geo-
graphical characteristics. This article addresses the fundamental question of
what constitutes this desired society and what characteristics and patterns of
change the Quran presents for its transformation towards desirability. It posits
that the Quran offers a unique blueprint for societal perfection, grounded in
divine governance and the pursuit of human excellence, primarily conceptu-
alized through the “Ummah” — a community of believers united by shared
thought, belief, and faith, transcending geographical and racial boundaries.

2. Research Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method. The research involves
a detailed inquiry into the verses of the Holy Quran to systematically extract
and delineate a comprehensive overview of a society that is founded upon real,
practical criteria and components, as envisioned by divine revelation.

3. Research Findings

The research identifies the comprehensive vision of the desired society
in Quranic discourse, characterized by a set of interconnected features and a
distinctive model for social change.

The Quranic ideal society is built upon several core characteristics:

e Justice (Adl): Considered a fundamental philosophy of prophetic
missions and the cornerstone of the social system. It encompasses
fairness in all aspects — individual, social, economic, political, legal,
and familial — ensuring equitable distribution of resources and oppor-
tunities, and negating distinctions based on class, ethnicity, or race.

*  Freedom (Hurriyyah): Understood not as absolute, but as a perma-
nent human right stemming from divine justice and truth, enabling
human choice while respecting the rights of others and divine laws.

* Social Cohesion (Insijam): Emphasized as a divine blessing, fos-
tered through faith-based brotherhood, harmonious ruler-subject
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relations, and well-ordered social interactions across all levels.

¢ Monotheism (Tawhid): Presented as the most essential characteris-
tic, foundational to the desired society, involving certainty in God’s
existence and constant remembrance.

e Social Security (Amn al-Ijtima’i): Crucial for societal stability and
individual tranquility, covering both external threats and the sanctity of
private life, and enabling the realization of human and spiritual values.

e Divine Piety (Taqwa): Defined as self-restraint against impurities,
leading to individual and collective moral perfection, serving as a
criterion for dignity and preventing arrogance.

*  Rule of Moral Values: Essential for an ideal society, preventing civili-
zational decline, and realized through the collective responsibility of “en-
joining good and forbidding evil” (Amr bil Ma’ruf wa Nahi anil Munkar).

¢ Expansion of Knowledge: Crucially important for progress, encom-
passing both general scientific inquiry and deep social understanding,
derived from studying creation, past nations, and social phenomena.

e Competent Leadership (Qiyadah Salihah): A necessary condition
for implementing principles. This leadership, often divinely guided
(prophets, Imams), plays a pivotal role in societal reform, operates
under specific criteria like adherence to prophetic conduct, strict im-
plementation of divine laws, and consultation.

e Economic Growth and Sustenance Management: Quran emphasiz-
es material well-being, economic development, and responsible use of
worldly blessings, as long as these pursuits align with spiritual goals.

¢ General Oversight System and Social Care: Manifested through
“Amr bil Ma’ruf wa Nahi anil Munkar,” ensuring societal health,
accountability, and collective responsibility.

The Quranic ideal society is distinguished from other utopian concepts by:

*  Foundational Principles and Worldview: It is rooted in a monotheistic
worldview that integrates God, existence, and humanity, emphasizing
faith as the core of human identity, humanity’s role as divine vicegerents,
and a two-stage life (this world as preparation for the afterlife).

e Timelessness of Ideals: Unlike other ideals that evolve with chang-
ing social contexts, the Quranic elements remain constant due to their
grounding in reality and human nature.

e Core Principles: This includes a unique dual focus on individual
and collective good, a maximalist view of religion that integrates it
with politics, an intimate link between faith and freedom, and a ho-
listic rationality that unites knowledge with values, contrasting with
fragmented or purely instrumental rationalities.

The Quran advocates for a comprehensive and multifaceted model for

societal change:
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* Itacknowledges the significant role of centralized authority and lead-
ership in guiding society.

» It encourages revolutionary changes driven by internal individual re-
form and collective action against corruption.

» It promotes reformist changes that activate civil society and social
groups, starting with internal human transformation guided by pro-
phetic methods of warning and reconstruction. This transformation
is seen as encompassing all aspects of human life—beliefs, worship,
ethics, and behavior—and is fundamentally driven by human will
and action, guided by monotheistic ideals and a continuous struggle
against lower desires and false ideals.

4. Conclusion

The pursuit of an ideal human society is a timeless aspiration. The Quran-
ic model for achieving a desirable society stands out due to its inherent re-
alism, acknowledging the biological, psychological, and social realities of
individuals. It provides clear methodologies and a practical roadmap for the
transformation from an undesirable state to a preferred one, offering concrete
steps and role models. Furthermore, it articulates specific, achievable goals
that can be tiered and pursued by individuals and society to achieve well-be-
ing and growth, ultimately leading to a meaningful and faithful life centered
on divine proximity. This comprehensive Quranic framework for transfor-
mation spans all dimensions of human existence, integrating features such as
equality, social security, moral values, economic prosperity, effective social
oversight, and competent leadership. By embracing these interconnected el-
ements, the Quranic model fosters a dynamic and rapidly advancing culture
and civilization driven by the continuous expansion of knowledge.
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