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Introduction: This article addresses the tension be-
tween traditional religious boundaries (Dar al-Islam)
and modern national borders, impacting Muslim iden-
tity and daily jurisprudence. It examines Dar al-Islam
and its political implications.

Objective: The study analyzes Dar al-Islam's concept
and contemporary relevance, exploring its interpreta-
tion by Muslim thinkers amid modern national divi-
sions.

Methodology: Employing a conceptual and analyt-
ical approach, this research clarifies Dar al-Islam's
definitions, criteria, and modern relevance via Islamic
jurisprudential texts and scholarly views.

Findings: Classically, Dar al-Islam is territory under
Muslim rule where Islamic laws are applied. This has
significant jurisprudential implications (e.g., Laqtah,
Stiq al-Muslimin). While Dar al-Sulh permits peace,
radical groups exploit distinctions for uncondition-
al jihad, expanding kufr. Modern interpretations in-
clude Allameh Tabataba'i's Ummah vision and Imam
Khomeini's model of powerful Islamic states respect-
ing national borders.

Conclusion: Reinterpreting classical Dar al-Islam
for modern nation-states is crucial. Imam Khomeini's
model, balancing Islamic faith identity with national
borders, offers a viable solution for unity, counteract-
ing radicalism, and fostering coexistence.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The modern conceptualization of borders, primarily understood in polit-
ical and national terms, presents a significant divergence from the religious
perspective prevalent in Islamic societies. In contemporary contexts, human
identity is often nation-centric, whereas religious communities articulate an
Ummah-based and faith-centered identity. This distinction is crucial because
religious identity forms the foundation for numerous jurisprudential rulings
that govern the daily lives of Muslims. The historical fragmentation of Is-
lamic lands and the emergence of modern nation-states, particularly follow-
ing the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, have raised fundamental questions
regarding the applicability and contemporary relevance of classical Islamic
classifications such as Dar al-Islam (Abode of Islam) and Dar al-Kufr (Abode
of Disbelief). This research aims to examine the concept of Dar al-Islam and
its political implications in the contemporary world, exploring how religious
boundaries can be maintained alongside national ones and how this intricate
concept is presently theorized by Muslim thinkers.

2. Research Methodology

This study employs a descriptive and analytical (conceptual) approach to
explore the evolving understanding of Dar al-Islam [abstract from conversa-
tion history]. The research methodology involved a comprehensive review
of classical and contemporary jurisprudential texts, scholarly interpretations,
and historical contexts [abstract from conversation history, 3, 5, 6]. The pri-
mary goal of this review was to elucidate the definitions, underlying criteria,
and practical implications of Dar al-Islam, Dar al-Kuftr, and other related
concepts like Dar al-Sulh (Abode of Treaty) and Dar al-Harb (Abode of War)
[abstract from conversation history, 3, 4]. This approach allowed for an in-
depth understanding of how these concepts have been defined historically by
various Islamic jurists and how they are being reinterpreted in the context of
modern geopolitical realities.

3. Research Findings

Traditionally, Dar al-Islam is defined as a territory under Muslim gov-
ernance where Islamic laws are enforced, while Dar al-Kufr refers to lands
where such governance and laws are absent. Key criteria for a territory to be
considered Dar al-Islam include the implementation of Islamic rulings and
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the political influence or freedom of action for Muslims within that territo-
ry. The classifications also extend to temporary states, such as Dar al-Harb,
which denotes lands at war with Muslim territories, and Dar al-Sulh, sig-
nifying lands with peaceful treaties. Other categories, like Dar al-Dhimma
(Abode of Protected Minorities), Dar al-Aman (Abode of Safety), and Dar
al-Hijrah (Abode of Migration), further elaborate the nuanced relationships
between Muslim and non-Muslim entities.

These classifications carry profound jurisprudential implications that
directly impact the daily lives of Muslims. For instance, rules concerning
purity (tahara), transactions, and the handling of lost property (lugata) vary
depending on whether they occur in Dar al-Islam or Dar al-Kuft. A signifi-
cant finding is that if the majority of inhabitants in a region are Muslims, it
is considered Dar al-Islam, affecting presumptions of ritual purity for items
acquired there. Furthermore, the concept underpins the religious obligation
for all Muslims to defend Dar al-Islam if it is attacked or occupied.

However, the study also highlights how these concepts are subject to
radical interpretations, particularly by Salafist and Takfiri groups. These
groups exploit the classifications by expansively defining “disbelief” to jus-
tify unconditional jihad, often directed against other Muslims whom they
deem disbelievers. They reject concepts like Dar al-Sulh and maintain that
Dar al-Islam is in permanent opposition to Dar al-Kufr. This maximalist ap-
proach, evident in ideologies like that of Muhammad Abd al-Salam Faraj,
can lead to the declaration of Islamic countries as Dar al-Kuft, making jihad
against them obligatory and resulting in disunity and fragmentation within
the Muslim community.

4. Conclusion

The research concludes that while the classical distinction between Dar
al-Islam and Dar al-Kufr cannot fully persist in its original form due to the
realities of modern nation-states, the underlying concept remains vital for
preserving Muslim identity [abstract from conversation history, 25, 30].
The article posits that replacing the faith-based borders of Dar al-Islam with
merely national borders risks reducing Muslim identity from a unified Um-
mah to fragmented nationalities.

A notable contemporary approach, exemplified by Imam Ruhollah
Khomeini, proposes viewing Dar al-Islam as a unified Ummah that tran-
scends national borders [abstract from conversation history, 28, 31]. In this
framework, Islamic states are encouraged to act in concert, as if they were a
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single state, thereby maintaining a collective religious identity while respect-
ing national sovereignty. This interpretive framework fosters unity against
global arrogance and promises a more peaceful future for Muslims [abstract
from conversation history, 28, 32]. This perspective stands in stark contrast
to radical ideologies that, despite their aspirations for a grand Islamic cali-
phate, ultimately lead to internal discord and fragmentation. The article em-
phasizes that preserving a unified faith-based identity while acknowledging
distinct national entities offers a more achievable and peaceful interpretation
of Dar al-Islam in the contemporary world.
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