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Introduction & Objective: This study analyzes Abul
Hasan al-Amiri's (d. 381 AH) philosophical concept of
temperance (e'tedal) as a pillar of culture in Islamic civ-
ilization. Philosophers consistently regard temperance
as a core virtue for human happiness. This paper aims
to analyze Ameri's view that temperance generates so-
cietal unity, ensuring its permanence, while its absence
leads to fragmentation. It posits that this unifying social
context constitutes Ameri's understanding of culture.
Methodology: Employing a descriptive and ana-
lytical approach, this research thoroughly examines
Ameri's philosophical texts to interpret his conceptual
framework regarding temperance, unity, culture, and
civilization. [Implicit from source content]
Findings: The study finds that Ameri views temper-
ance as the fundamental cause of societal unity, which
is synonymous with culture. This unity ensures soci-
etal endurance; its absence leads to corruption. For
Ameri, intellect is the source of culture, enabling the
unification of human faculties. Love is identified as
the primary catalyst for social unity, binding individ-
uals' souls. Ameri extends temperance to include geo-
graphical aspects, citing "Iranshahr" as an example of
social temperance. Islam, according to Ameri, guides
individuals toward virtues, fostering a unified and
temperate collective identity.

Conclusion: In conclusion, Ameri establishes temper-
ance as the unifying principle for both individuals and
society, forming a collective identity interpreted as
culture. This culture, driven by intellect and sustained
by love, is the bedrock of a virtuous, civilized society.
The study highlights Islam's crucial role in fostering
this unity and temperance.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This study delves into Abul Hasan al-Amiri’s (d. 381 AH) philosophical
understanding of temperance as a foundational pillar of culture within Is-
lamic civilization. The concept of happiness has been a constant focus for
philosophers, with virtue identified as its core element. Among Islamic phi-
losophers, temperance is considered the primary component of virtue. A sig-
nificant concern for these philosophers has been the nature of social virtue,
its relationship to individual virtue, and how it is attained. The analysis of
culture and civilization, particularly during the 3rd and 4th Islamic centuries,
an era of significant cultural and civilizational flourishing after a period of
decline in Persia, reveals a real need for foundational theories. Abul Hasan
al-Amiri, a prominent philosopher of this period, offered a philosophical ac-
count of temperance, drawing on the Aristotelian tradition and Islamic phi-
losophy, and highlighted unity (&= ) as its most crucial component. This
study aims to analyze al-Amiri’s perspective that temperance fosters societal
unity, which in turn ensures the permanence and endurance of society. Con-
versely, the absence of temperance and the presence of disunity lead to the
corruption and decay of the community. It is argued that this unifying social
context, or the unified underlying framework whose essential attribute is uni-
ty, constitutes al-Amiri’s conception of culture.

2. Research Methodology

This research employs a descriptive and analytical methodology [implied
from the nature of the study as presented in the sources and prior gener-
ated abstracts]. The primary approach involves a thorough examination of
al-Amiri’s philosophical texts [implicit, as his works are cited and his views
are the central focus] to interpret his conceptual framework concerning tem-
perance, unity, culture, and civilization. The study investigates how al-Ami-
1i’s philosophical views, drawing from his specific works like Al-Sa’adah
wa Al-Is’ad fi Al-Sirah Al-Insaniyah, Rasail Abul Hasan al-Amiri, Al-Amad
ala Al-Abad, and Al-I’lam bi Managqib al-Islam, shape his understanding of
these interconnected concepts. The paper also acknowledges the contribu-
tions of other Islamic philosophers, such as Farabi, Ibn Sina, Miskawayh,
and Khajeh Nasir al-Din al-Tusi, to the discourse on civilization and culture,
providing a broader intellectual context for al-Amiri’s ideas.
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3. Research Findings

The study reveals several key findings from al-Amiri’s philosophy:

Temperance as the Basis of Unity and Culture: Al-Amiri posits that
temperance is the fundamental cause of societal unity, which he implicitly
equates with culture. This unity is crucial for society’s endurance; its absence
leads to fragmentation and corruption. The formation of culture is viewed as
a continuous process, moving from individual temperance to social unity,
and from a mere aggregate of individuals to a civilized society.

Intellect as the Source of Culture: For al-Amiri, intellect is the primary
source of culture, as it enables the unification of human faculties. He argues
that animals, lacking intellect, do not possess culture, underscoring intel-
lect’s distinguishing role in human cultural production.

Love as the Catalyst for Social Unity: The research identifies love as the
main driving force for social unity, asserting that “love unifies souls” . Love, as
an intrinsic and genuine connection between human beings, forms a true bond
among individuals' souls, fostering authentic unity in social interactions. This
concept is rooted in an ontological principle where similarities attract similar
entities. Conversely, hatred causes divergence and disintegration.

Expansion of Temperance’s Scope: Al-Amiri extends the concept of
temperance beyond individual ethics to include geographical aspects. He
presents “Iranshahr” as a prime example of social temperance, where intel-
lect is the central element for its realization. Historical sources indicate that
the concept of "Iranshahr" and its temperate nature were discussed by other
scholars both before and contemporary to al-Amiri.

Islam’s Role in Fostering Unity and Temperance: The study highlights
al-Amiri’s view that Islam plays a pivotal role in guiding and managing the
process of social unification and culture formation. Islam, by promoting in-
dividual virtues and personal justice, facilitates the transition to collective
virtues and social justice. It establishes a framework where individual good
deeds (e.g., generosity from the wealthy) contribute to both individual pu-
rification and collective social virtues, ultimately leading to social balance
and justice.

4. Conclusion

In conclusion, Abul Hasan al-Amiri establishes temperance as the funda-
mental unifying principle for both individuals and society. This individual
and societal temperance culminates in a collective identity, which this study
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interprets as culture. This culture, driven by human intellect and sustained by
the power of love, forms the very bedrock of a virtuous and civilized society.
Al-Amiri’s philosophy underscores that without this unifying temperance,
society risks fragmentation and decay. Furthermore, the study emphasizes
Islam’s crucial and active role in cultivating this unity and temperance, guid-
ing individuals and communities towards a harmonious and integrated social
existence. His comprehensive view extends temperance beyond mere ethical
conduct to include geographical factors, portraying a holistic approach to
civilizational flourishing.
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