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Introduction: This research provides a scientific cri-
tique of Abdolhossein Khosropanah's "Juristic-An-
alytical Model of Islamic Social Sciences". This en-
deavor is essential for advancing religious science
and new theorization, because methodological order
underpins scientific thought.

Objective: The main objective is to scientifically cri-

tique this model and identify its strengths and weak-

nesses, especially its ambiguities and issues, for the
improvement of this framework and similar models.

Methodology: The research was conducted using an

analytical-critical method, focusing on methodologi-

cal critique. The goal was to identify internal struc-
tural contradictions through the formal and content
analysis of the model.

Findings: Strengths include attention to theorization,

religious science, grounding in Sadraean philosophi-

cal and juristic traditions, and model updating. Signif-
icant weaknesses include:

» Lack of comprehensive definition and demarca-
tion of key concepts (such as culture, religion,
human).

e Lack of systematic relationship between the mod-
el and the classification of sciences.

e Structural jumps and abrupt transitions in content.

* Ambiguous understanding of Islamic social
sciences.

*  Conceptual confusion among epistemological criteria
and methodological issues (such as model, theory).

Conclusion: Methodological critiques are essential

for scientific progress. The conceptual ambiguities

and lack of precise demarcation in the model indicate

a need for a more systematic methodological frame-

work to produce strong theories in Islamic social

sciences.

exocHs

and reproduction are permitted provided the original author(s) and source are credited.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This research presents a scientific critique of Abdolhossein Khosropan-
ah's "Juristic-Analytical Model of Islamic Social Sciences". This undertaking
is deemed crucial for advancing religious science and fostering new theoriza-
tion, as methodological order forms the bedrock of scientific thought. The study
aims to meticulously evaluate the model's strengths and weaknesses, specifical-
ly addressing its ambiguities and structural inconsistencies, to facilitate its im-
provement and the refinement of similar frameworks. Khosropanah's model, as
outlined in his "Introduction to the Juristic-Analytical Model of Islamic Social
Sciences," categorizes humanities as sciences focused on human insights and ac-
tions, discussing the functions of conventional social sciences from describing to
changing human behavior. It identifies three core objectives for social research:
cause-finding/explanation, meaning-finding/interpretation, and value-finding/
change. Islamic social sciences are conceptualized as systemic propositions re-
lying on combined empirical and non-empirical methods to alter individual and
social behaviors, integrating rational-juristic discussions, experience, and textual
teachings. It also highlights four types of Ijtihad (juristic reasoning) as the most
suitable approach for developing the Juristic-Analytical Model.

Research Methodology

This study adopts an analytical-critical method, with a primary focus on
methodological critique. The central objective was to uncover internal struc-
tural contradictions within the model by rigorously examining both its for-
mal and content aspects. This approach prioritizes how the scientific struc-
ture of a research is formed, asserting that without a systematic framework,
scientific ideas or theories cannot emerge. The critique distinguishes itself
from epistemological or other forms of criticism, concentrating specifically
on methodological coherence. Key components of a scientific-methodolog-
ical critique, such as systematicity, modeling, comprehensiveness, a critical
perspective, philosophical grounding, specialization, creativity, dynamism,
and ethical considerations, guided the evaluation. The research involved two
main phases: a formal/structural critique and a content/theoretical critique.

Research Findings

The analysis identified both strengths and significant weaknesses in the
"Juristic-Analytical Model":

e Strengths:

- Emphasis on theorization and model-building: The model shows a
clear commitment to developing theories and constructing models, position-
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ing itself as an extension of supporting theories.

- Attention to religious science: It underscores the importance of Is-
lamic humanities and religious science, viewing it as a civilizational issue
essential for the realization of a new Islamic civilization.

Grounding in Sadraean philosophical and juristic traditions: The
author endeavors to integrate the model within the Sadraean philosophical
tradition and formal juristic traditions, demonstrating a conscious effort to
connect with established intellectual legacies.

- Effort to update and apply the model: The model attempts to address
contemporary issues by seeking to apply its theoretical framework across all
humanities disciplines.

*  Weaknesses:

- Structural Flaws: The paper exhibits uncited quotations and vague
references. It also suffers from "structural jumps" and sudden, illogical tran-
sitions between topics, disrupting the logical flow of arguments (e.g., mov-
ing abruptly from science classification to social science functions).

- Conceptual Ambiguities and Lack of Demarcation: A significant
methodological issue is the absence of comprehensive and clear definitions
for key concepts such as culture, religion, human, society, and civilization,
leading to conceptual overlap and potential misinterpretation. This ambigui-
ty can lead to oversimplification or misrepresentation of issues.

- Confusion in Methodological Terminology: There is conceptual
confusion among terms like "model," "theory," "paradigm," "approach," and
"method." The model's definition is broad and lacks specific scientific rigor,
making its relationship to established theories unclear.

- Unclear Classification of Sciences: The model's position within the
classification of humanities and the justification for prioritizing "behavioral
social sciences" are unsubstantiated, raising questions about the inclusion
and relevance of other disciplines like jurisprudence or psychology.

- Ambiguous Definition of Islamic Social Sciences: The provided
definition of Islamic social sciences is broad, and the role of the "Islamic"
aspect within this definition is unclear, potentially rendering it interchange-
able with general social sciences. The definition also reduces science to a
mere collection of systematic propositions, without clarifying the unifying
principle of its systematicity or its capacity for practical change.

- Inconsistent Integration of Reason and Experience: The model
struggles to consistently integrate rational and empirical components. The
assertion that empirical knowledge is conjectural is made without sufficient
justification, and the interplay between rational principles and empirical
findings remains vague.

- Vague Epistemological Criteria: The criteria for evaluating the mod-
el's epistemological theory, such as "coherence" and "efficiency," are impre-
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cisely defined, raising questions about how coherence is measured or what
constitutes "efficiency"” in this context.

- Unclear Application of Juristic Methods: While Ijtihad is presented
as a method for extracting textual meanings, its broader application within
social sciences and its compatibility with empirical methods are not clearly
articulated.

- Neglect of the Social Dimension of Science: The model acknowl-
edges the social nature of science but fails to address the crucial roles of
"organization of science," "institution of science," and "structure of science",
or the influence of power dynamics in the realization and development of
scientific endeavors.

- Absence of a Central Concept: The underlying philosophical theory
of the model lacks a clearly defined central concept, which is essential for a
coherent philosophical system.

Conclusion

This research underscores the paramount importance of methodological
critique for the progress of scientific studies, particularly in the realm of reli-
gious science. The identified conceptual ambiguities, structural inconsisten-
cies, and lack of precise demarcation within the "Juristic-Analytical Model"
highlight a critical need for a more systematic and rigorously coherent meth-
odological framework to truly advance Islamic social sciences. Scientific
claims must adhere to a specific order and coherence to be considered robust,
distinguishing them from journalistic or subjective approaches. Ultimately,
refining methodological issues, especially ensuring conceptual clarity and
precise research demarcation, is indispensable for effective theorization and
the advancement of Islamic social sciences.
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