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Introduction: Carelessness in defining "culture" and its
confusion with similar concepts is a common error in
cultural studies, which has also impacted the analysis
of the relationship between literature and culture. This
research is conducted to establish a correct perspective
through conceptual precision and to determine the logi-
cal relationship between these two categories to proper-
ly explain how literature influences culture.
Objective: The main question of the research is
whether culture is affected by literature and how this
influence can be examined within the framework of
the "Four Causes" (efficient, final, material, and for-
mal) of an object's existence.

Methodology: This study is conducted using a ration-
al and philosophical approach. The primary tool for
the research is conceptual analysis and the determi-
nation of the logical relationship based on the "Four
Relations" (Nesab-e Arba'eh) in logic.

Findings: The findings show that the logical rela-
tionship between culture and literature is "Contrast"
(Tabayon). Literature directly and deeply influences
the "existential" causes of culture (providing identity
to the human community and depicting the desired
life-world) and its "essential" causes (changing in-
sights, character, actions, and the modification of the
cultural structure and geometry).

Conclusion: The final conclusion indicates an "inter-
active and elevating" relationship between the two; al-
though literature draws from cultural elements, it acts
as a factor for the growth, strengthening, and transfor-
mation of that culture. This research is applicable in the
fields of "Indigenous Literary Theory" and "Cultural
Engineering".
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In the field of cultural studies, a frequent conceptual error involves the
casual conflation of "culture" with its various components or related phenom-
ena, such as lifestyles, subcultures, or "cultural tools". This ambiguity extends
significantly to the discourse surrounding the relationship between literature
and culture. While some scholars categorize literature as a mere subset of cul-
ture, others view culture as a product of literature, or perceive them as synon-
ymous expressions of one another. This study posits that such terminological
negligence can be rectified through rigorous conceptual clarification and the
determination of a precise logical relationship between the two.

The primary objective of this research is to investigate how literature in-
fluences culture by utilizing the philosophical framework of the Four Causes
(Aristotelian/Islamic causality). In an era where "cultural engineering" and
the production of indigenous literary theories are paramount, understanding
the exact mechanism by which literary products shape the "geometry" of a
society’s culture is essential. The article argues that while every culture nur-
tures its own specific literature, this literary output—having been nourished
by cultural elements—ultimately acts as a transformative force that strength-
ens, stabilizes, or alters the parent culture.

2. Research Methodology

This research adopts a rational and philosophical methodology to explore
the intersection of the "philosophy of culture" and the "philosophy of lit-
erature". The study first establishes "base definitions" for both culture and
literature as understood in the modern era, distinguishing them from their
pre-modern, traditional connotations.

The methodological core involves two steps:

*  Logical Analysis: Applying the "Four Relations" (Nesab-e Arba'eh)
from formal logic—equality, contrast, absolute generality, and partial
generality—to determine the categorical standing of literature versus
culture.

e Causal Framework: Utilizing the Four Causes (Efficient, Final, Ma-
terial, and Formal) as an analytical lens. The study treats culture as a
"mediated effect”" (Ma'lul) and examines how literature interacts with
the four existential and essential causes that bring culture into being
and define its structure.
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3. Research Findings

The research identifies that under modern definitions, the logical rela-
tionship between culture and literature is one of "Contrast" (Tabayon). This
means that while they are deeply interactive, they are distinct categories;
literature is a "cultural product" or "culture-generator" rather than a constit-
uent part of culture itself. The influence of literature on culture is manifested
through its impact on the Four Causes:

e The Efficient Cause (Human Community): Culture is born within the
collective life of humans. Literature serves as the "identity-giving"
backbone of this community. By preserving language and historical
heritage (e.g., the Shahnameh for Iranians), literature fosters social
cohesion, making the human community "more collective" and thus
more capable of sustaining its culture.

*  The Final Cause (The Desired Life-World): The ultimate goal of cul-
ture is to achieve a desired social existence. Literature influences
this by depicting utopias or "ideal cities," providing a tangible vi-
sion of social goals. Historical examples, such as Uncle Tom’s Cabin,
demonstrate how literary works can trigger massive social shifts that
redefine cultural norms regarding identity and justice.

*  The Material Cause (Insights, Character, Tendencies, and Actions): The
"matter" of culture consists of internalized beliefs (Binish), character
traits (Manish), inclinations (Gerayish), and behaviors (Konish). Lit-
erature acts as a medium that promotes, critiques, or institutionalizes
these four elements. It can even function as a "form of thought" or
"soul of knowledge," as seen in Persian mystical literature (Adab-e
Erfani), which deepened the ontological insights of the society more
effectively than formal academic texts.

*  The Formal Cause (Cultural Structure/Geometry): This refers to the
"interwoven and organized" nature of cultural elements. Literature
influences the "geometry of culture" by shifting the weight of its
components. For instance, "leftist literature" historically shifted cul-
tural structures from being "insight-oriented" to "action-oriented" by
emphasizing emotional and immediate social mobilization over con-
templative deliberation.
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4. Conclusion

The study concludes that the relationship between literature and culture is

Quarterly Journal of Community Studiesy

¢



Hamed Rashad ‘—

"interactive and elevating". While literature is "culture-born" (Farhang-zad),
it possesses the unique capacity to transcend its origins and become a "cul-
ture-shaper" (Farhang-pardaz).

The intersection of "Insight, Tendency, Character, and Action" serves as
the most critical point of contact between literary themes and cultural matter.
Ultimately, literature is not merely a reflection of internal culture but a vital
tool for its external construction and refinement. The practical implications
of these findings are significant for cultural engineering and the development
of indigenous literary theories, as they provide a philosophical roadmap for
how literary production can be strategically directed to foster cultural growth
or reform. This research underscores that a society’s literary strength is di-
rectly proportional to the resilience and depth of its cultural identity.
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