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its original essence. This research was conducted to re-
construct his scattered reflections into a native, non-mod-
ern social science framework, representing a successful
endeavor in the field of Islamic humanities.

Objective: The primary objective of this study is to
extract Morteza Motahari's sociological formulation
regarding the attributes, laws, and distinguishing char-
acteristics of the Iranian Revolution in comparison to
other global revolutions.

Methodology: This is a theoretical and epistemologi-
cal study that utilizes "Qualitative Content Analysis" to
gather data from Motahari's extant texts and speeches.
For data analysis, the study employs "Historical Sociol-
ogy," specifically focusing on the formulation of mean-
ingful interpretations and conceptual dualities.
Findings: The findings identify seven core charac-
teristics presented through conceptual dualities: con-
scious action (as opposed to blind movements), divine
self-awareness (versus materialist thinking), broad-
based and consensual social mobilization, religious
leadership emerging from social choice, the guiding
presence of divine assistance (metaphysical causes),
an identity-based challenge to the hegemony of mo-
dernity, and its civilizational and transnational nature.
Conclusion: Motahari’s framework, termed the "Theory
of Innate Revolution" (Fitrat), emphasizes the primacy of
culture, knowledge, and human will within a sacred con-
text. This integrative explanation rejects secular Western
theories and paves the way for religious theorizing and
the realization of a new Islamic civilization.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Ayatollah Morteza Motahari stands as one of the most significant "activ-
ists" and "thinkers" of the Islamic Revolution in Iran, serving as a primary
theoretical architect of the movement from its inception. Despite his short
life after the revolution's victory, his extensive lectures and writings provide
profound philosophical and sociological reflections on the nature and goals
of this social phenomenon. The central problem addressed in this research is
the need to reconstruct these scattered reflections into a coherent sociological
framework. This is essential not only for uncovering the unique identity and
distinguishing features of the Iranian Revolution relative to other global rev-
olutions but also for paving the way for a "native" and "non-modern" Islamic
social science.

The significance of this study lies in its challenge to the dominant West-
ern paradigm of "transition from tradition to modernity". This liberal theory
posits that all societies must inevitably follow the Western path toward sec-
ularization and that local histories will eventually be absorbed into a glo-
balized modern history. The emergence of the Islamic Revolution within a
society perceived as a satellite of the Western sphere contradicted this abso-
lute historical trajectory. By utilizing Motahari's narratives, this research po-
sitions the Islamic Revolution as an indigenous social reality that invalidates
secularist historical determinism and offers a successful experience in the
realm of Islamic humanities.

2. Research Methodology

This study is "theoretical" and "epistemological" in nature, focusing on the
systematic extraction of meaning from the extant texts and speeches of Morteza
Motahari. The data collection process utilizes "Qualitative Content Analysis" to
ensure that the findings reach a level of fundamental theorizing that maintains a
deconstructive relationship with modern Western social science.

For data analysis, the research adopts the perspective of "Historical Soci-
ology". Specifically, it employs the approach of using sociological concepts
to formulate meaningful historical interpretations. The analysis is centered
on creating "conceptual dualities"—rational constructs designed to simplify
and interpret social reality by emphasizing recurring and general elements.
These dualities serve as a "model" or "type" through which the attributes and
laws of the Iranian Revolution are sociologicaly formulated.
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3. Research Findings

The research identifies seven core characteristics of the Iranian Revo-
lution, presented through conceptual dualities that distinguish it from the
models proposed by modern sociological theories:

*  Conscious Action vs. Blind Movement (Structural/Voluntary): Mot-
ahari rejects the idea that the revolution was a "blind explosion" caused by
mere deprivation or structural contradictions. Instead, he describes it as a
product of "conscious collective awareness" and "will". He likens the revolu-
tion to the "ripening of fruit on a tree" through gradual growth and intellectu-
al persuasion, rather than the "explosion of a steam boiler". This emphasizes
the primacy of "Fitrat" (human innate nature) as the driving force of history.

*  Divine Self-Awareness (Materialist/Meaning-oriented): While sec-
ular theories focus on class or national consciousness, Motahari identifies
"Divine Self-awareness" (Khoda-agahi) as the revolution’s core. He catego-
rizes this as a "Prophetic type" of movement, where the collective conscious-
ness is awakened to its relationship with the Divine, leading to a defense of
higher values such as justice, equality, and sacrifice.

*  Broad-based Social Mobilization (Minority/Consensual): The revo-
lution is formulated as a "trans-class" phenomenon. Unlike revolutions limit-
ed to a specific economic class, the Iranian Revolution relied on a consensual
mobilization across all social strata. This was possible because "Islam" acted
as the shared cultural core and the "hard nucleus" of Iranian society, provid-
ing the most powerful capacity for social unity.

*  Religious Leadership via Social Choice (Mass/Geometric): The
leadership of Imam Khomeini is described as an "organic" and "spontane-
ous" social process. Motahari argues that the leadership was not engineered
by parties or elites but emerged from the "bottom-up" because the leader
represented the "cultural soul" and "historical identity" of the people.

*  The Presence of Divine Assistance (Apparent/Inner Causes): A dis-
tinguishing feature of Motahari’s Islamic social science is the recognition
of "metaphysical aid" (Imdad-e Gheybi) as a real social factor. He asserts
that when a society acts for the sake of the Truth (Haq), it receives Divine
support. This challenges secular social sciences that limit their causal expla-
nations to material and visible factors, often leaving them unable to explain
the "miraculous" or "enigmatic" aspects of the revolution.

e Challenging the Hegemony of Modernity (Self-sufficient/ Anti-oth-
er): The revolution is seen as a means to overcome "self-alienation" (Gharb-
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zadegi) and regain an independent "Islamic Self" (Man-e Eslami). Motahari
emphasizes that the greatest gift of the revolution was restoring the people’s
faith in their own cultural assets and indigenous talents, thereby ending psy-
chological and cultural dependence on the West.

e Transnational and Civilizational Nature (National/Civilizational):
Motahari views the revolution not as a localized event but as the starting
point for a wider "Islamic Awakening" and the birth of a "New Islamic Civi-
lization". He predicted that the Iranian experience would serve as a model for
other Muslim nations to rediscover their identity and push Western hegemo-
ny to the "margins of history".

4. Conclusion

The sociological formulation of Motahari’s views leads to what can be
termed the "Theory of Innate Revolution" (Nazarieh-ye Enghelab-e Fitri).
This theory provides an integrative explanation that bridges the micro-level
(individual motivations and innate nature) and the macro-level (collective
action and social structures).

The primary conclusion is that the Iranian Revolution was a "Sacred Rev-
olution" because it was rooted in the "Divine Fitrat" of social actors rather
than selfish, materialistic, or purely instinctual drives. Motahari’s framework
highlights that the "valuation" of a revolution depends on the mental mean-
ings and intentions of its actors; when these meanings align with the sacred
and higher aspects of humanity, the revolution becomes a spiritual reality.
Ultimately, Motahari’s work serves as a successful blueprint for an Islamic
Social Science that rejects secular reductionism and emphasizes the primacy
of culture, knowledge, and free will within a sacred context.
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