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Introduction: Culture is a complex, multi-layered,
and multifaceted category, making its definition a sub-
ject of significant debate across various disciplines.
This research was conducted due to the numerous
logical and substantive deficiencies in existing defi-
nitions provided by Western and Iranian thinkers, and
the necessity of achieving a precise definition within
the philosophy of culture.

Objective: The primary goal of this research is to pro-
vide a "correct" and "superior" definition of culture
using a "rational-transcendental approach"” to resolve
conceptual challenges and ambiguities in the field.
Methodology: This study utilizes an analytical-philo-
sophical method, applying logical criteria to evaluate
definitions. The data were gathered through library re-
search and a critical review of the ideas of prominent
scholars in sociology, anthropology, and philosophy.
Findings: The findings reveal that most existing defi-
nitions suffer from logical flaws, such as a lack of
exhaustiveness, reductionism, or the confusion of "in-
stances" with "concepts". Based on the results, culture
is defined as a consistent spectrum of "insights, dispo-
sitions, inclinations, and actions" that functions as a
secondary nature and collective identity for a group of
humans within a specific temporal and spatial context.
Conclusion: The study concludes that culture is a soci-
ety-born, enduring, and meaning-giving phenomenon
that influences all mental and objective dimensions of
human life. Its scientific application lies in accurately
distinguishing the essence of culture from "para-cul-
tures" and "culture-tools," providing a rigorous foun-
dation for anthropological and human science studies.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Culture is widely recognized as one of the most complex, multi-layered,
and multifaceted categories within human knowledge, resulting in a land-
scape where definitions are as diverse as the scholars who propose them.
Despite the extensive attention given to this concept by sociologists, anthro-
pologists, and philosophers, the term "culture" remains a subject of intense
debate and conceptual ambiguity. The rationale for this research stems from
the observation that most existing definitions—offered by both Western and
Iranian thinkers—suffer from significant logical and substantive deficien-
cies. These flaws often manifest as a failure to distinguish the core essence
of culture from its manifestations, leading to reductionism or the "fallacy of
confusing instances with concepts".

The primary objective of this study is to move beyond the traditional
boundaries of empirical social sciences and approach the problem through
the lens of the philosophy of culture (philosophy-of-x). By employing a "ra-
tional-transcendental approach," the research aims to provide a "correct" and
"superior" definition that fulfills rigorous logical criteria while capturing the
holistic nature of cultural phenomena. This inquiry is essential because a
precise conceptualization of culture serves as the foundational "atmosphere"
for understanding human interaction, meaning-making, and social identity.
Furthermore, the study seeks to resolve the tension between cultural deter-
minism and human agency by identifying the ontological status of culture as
a "secondary nature" that directs, but does not entirely negate, human will.

2. Research Methodology

This research utilizes an analytical-philosophical methodology rooted in
the principles of logic to evaluate the landscape of cultural theory. To ensure
the rigor of the proposed conceptualization, the study first establishes three
essential criteria for a "correct" definition:

»  Exhaustiveness (Jami’iyyat): The definition must apply to all in-
stances and manifestations of culture.

e Exclusivity (Mani’iyyat): The definition must exclude non-cultural
elements, such as "para-cultures" (e.g., law or religion as sources) or physi-
cal artifacts, to prevent conceptual overlap.

e Orientation (Jihat-mandi): The research distinguishes between a pri-
ori (prescriptive) and a posteriori (descriptive) approaches, explicitly adopt-
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ing an a posteriori stance to define culture as it exists in the lived reality of
human societies.

Beyond basic logical correctness, the study identifies criteria for a "supe-
rior" definition, which includes providing maximum information with min-
imal terminology and maintaining linguistic clarity by avoiding ambiguous
or metaphorical language. The data collection involved a comprehensive li-
brary-based review and critical analysis of the works of prominent global and
Iranian scholars, including Max Weber, Talcott Parsons, Anthony Giddens,
Morteza Motahhari, and Ali Shariati. This comparative analysis allowed the
author to pinpoint specific omissions in existing frameworks—such as the
frequent neglect of human "inclinations" and "dispositions"—and synthesize
a more comprehensive structural model.

3. Research Findings

The core finding of this research is a new, four-dimensional definition:
Culture is a consistent spectrum of insights, dispositions, inclinations, and
actions, which, as a "secondary nature" and "collective identity," has been
formed for a group of humans within a specific temporal and spatial context.

The research identifies four essential pillars (dimensions) that constitute
the geometry of culture:

*  Insights (Binish-ha): These represent the foundational worldviews,
belief systems, and cognitive frameworks that reside in the deepest layers of
a community’s consciousness.

e Dispositions (Manish-ha): These are internalized moral traits and
"habitualized" characters that act as inner-born attributes shared by members
of a culture.

e Inclinations (Kashish-ha): This often-overlooked dimension encom-
passes aesthetic tastes, likes, dislikes, and emotions that dictate a communi-
ty's "lifestyle," including food, clothing, and social preferences.

*  Actions (Kanish-ha): These are the habitual behaviors, rituals, and
customs manifested in the social sphere.

A significant finding is that these components are "harmonized" (saz-
var-shodeh); culture is not a random collection of traits but a system where
elements are modified or rejected to ensure internal consistency. The re-
search further characterizes culture as society-born (jami’ah-zad), enduring
(dir-zi), and meaning-giving (ma’na-pardaz). It acts as a "secondary nature,"
meaning cultural traits become so deeply internalized that they function with
the spontaneity of natural instincts.
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Crucially, the study distinguishes "core culture" from related but distinct
categories. It argues that religion and law are often "para-cultures" (sources
or neighbors of culture) rather than culture itself. Similarly, physical artifacts
and technology are classified as "culture-tools" (farhang-afzar) or "cultur-
al products"—they are manifestations of the core culture (insights and ac-
tions) but do not constitute the essence of culture, which remains a "soft" or
non-material phenomenon. This distinction resolves the common error of
confusing the "product”" with the "producer".

4. Conclusion

The research concludes that defining culture through a philosophical-ra-
tional lens provides a level of precision that empirical social sciences often
lack. By identifying the four pillars of insights, dispositions, inclinations, and
actions, the study offers a holistic framework that accounts for both the internal
mental states and the external social behaviors of human groups. This con-
ceptualization successfully navigates the "ontological hurdles" of culture by
presenting it as a harmonized system rather than a fragmented set of customs.

The implications of this definition are both theoretical and practical. The-
oretically, it resolves the paradox of cultural determinism by framing culture
as a "secondary nature" rooted in collective human agency and social history.
Practically, it provides a rigorous tool for academic indexing and international
database categorization by clearly separating cultural essence from its tools,
artifacts, and external sources. Ultimately, the study suggests that the study of
culture should be viewed as "concrete anthropology"—the study of the human
being as situated within specific historical, geographic, and spiritual contain-
ers. This definition ensures that culture is recognized as a society's collective
identity and the very "atmosphere" in which human life derives its meaning.
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