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Introduction: Culture and identity are two fundamen-
tal keywords in social and human studies, often used
interchangeably in research. This study is necessitated
by the vital need to theoretically and empirically dis-
tinguish these two concepts to ensure accurate anal-
ysis and effective problem-solving in social contexts.
Objective: The primary objective of this research is to
explain the ontological and sociological relationship
between culture and identity, examining their differ-
ences, interactions, and mutual influences.
Methodology: This is a descriptive-analytical study
that draws upon philosophical, wisdom-based, and so-
ciological sources. It specifically explores ontological
foundations, such as the perspectives of Mulla Sad-
ra and Allameh Tabataba'i, to analyze the core of the
subject.

Findings: The findings indicate that identity is a phil-
osophical, individual, and objective reality pertaining
to the human "disposition" (shakilah), whereas culture
is a social, abstract, and partially conventional con-
struct. Contrary to the common assumption that cul-
ture creates identity, this study identifies identity as
the independent variable and culture as its "vessel of
manifestation".

Conclusion: The study concludes that sustainable
cultural engineering or reform requires managing
identity transformations rooted in "monotheistic pri-
mordial nature" (fitra). This approach liberates indi-
viduals from cultural determinism, paving the way for
intentional social reform and the attainment of "divine
caliphate".
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In the contemporary landscape of social and human sciences, "culture"
and "identity" have emerged as the most ubiquitous keywords, serving as
the primary lenses through which researchers analyze social dynamics, col-
lective interactions, and individual crises. Despite their prevalence, these
concepts are often plagued by conceptual laxity in academic literature, fre-
quently being treated as synonyms or used with significant terminological
overlap. This lack of precision is not merely a linguistic issue; it fundamen-
tally obscures the analysis of social phenomena and complicates the search
for effective solutions to modern social challenges.

The necessity for this research arises from the vital requirement to move
beyond conventional or descriptive definitions and explore the fundamental,
ontological roots of both culture and identity. While culture is often viewed
as a static set of inherited values, and identity as a mere byproduct of en-
vironmental factors, this study posits that the relationship between the two
is far more complex and hierarchical. By distinguishing between the "real"
origins of identity and the "conventional" or "abstract" nature of culture, this
study aims to provide a robust theoretical framework for social classification
and a more accurate methodology for addressing character-related and social
vulnerabilities. The research underscores that understanding the rank of ex-
istence occupied by these categories is essential for any form of sustainable
social reform or "cultural engineering".

2. Research Methodology

This study adopts an interdisciplinary, descriptive-analytical methodolo-
gy, bridging the gap between traditional Islamic philosophy (Hikmat), con-
temporary sociology, and psychology. The primary materials for this analy-
sis are drawn from three distinct domains:

*  Philosophical and Ontological Foundations: The research utilizes the
"Transcendent Philosophy" (al-Hikmah al-Muta'aliyah) of Sadr al-Muta'alli-
hin (Mulla Sadra) and the exegetical insights of Allameh Tabataba'i. Specifi-
cally, it explores the term shakilah (disposition) from the Quran (17:84) as a
foundational concept for defining identity in its ontological sense.

*  Sociological and Institutional Analysis: The study critiques contem-
porary definitions of identity and culture, including the official definitions
approved by the Council of Cultural Engineering and the Supreme Council
of the Cultural Revolution. It reviews the works of various scholars such
as Farhang Rajaee, Reza Shabani, and Davar Sheikhavandi to establish the
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current state of academic discourse on national and social identity.

*  Comparative Conceptual Analysis: The methodology involves two
analytical lenses: a "logical perspective," which examines the conceptual
overlap and the "four relations" of logic (specifically general and particular
min-wajh) between the two terms, and a "philosophical perspective," which
investigates their "rank of existence" and the causal relationships between
the individual and society.

3. Research Findings

The findings of this research offer a significant departure from main-
stream sociological theories regarding the origins of the self and society.

The Ontological Definition of Identity as Shakilah: The study identifies
identity as a philosophical, individual, and objective (thubuti) reality. It in-
troduces a distinction between the "hard dimension" and the "soft dimen-
sion" of human existence. The hard dimension consists of the common hu-
man nature (fitra)—the fixed, inherent potentiality shared by all humans. The
soft dimension is the "identity" or shakilah, which represents the realized
and unique disposition of an individual formed through a combination of in-
voluntary factors (inheritance, environment) and voluntary choices. Unlike
common nature, identity is the actual "being" that determines an individual’s
trajectory and behaviors.

The Conventional Nature of Culture: In contrast to the objective reality
of identity, culture is defined as a social, abstract, and partially conventional
(i'tibari) construct. It is a "system-set" of beliefs, values, and behavioral pat-
terns that provide a framework for social interaction. The study observes that
the massive multiplicity of cultural definitions (estimated at 2,400) is a direct
result of its conventional nature, as different actors "stipulate" or define cul-
ture based on varying social objectives.

Reversing the Causal Relationship: A pivotal finding is the rejection of the
standard sociological premise that "culture constructs identity". While the defi-
nition provided by the Council of Cultural Engineering claims culture makes
identity, this study argues that identity is the independent variable and culture
is the dependent variable. Culture is described as the "vessel of manifestation"
(majla) for the collective identities (or shakilahs) of the members of a society.
In other words, the core of culture is not an invisible, external force, but the
collective outcome of the realized identities of human agents.

Agency and the Transcendence of Cultural Determinism: The research
highlights that while individuals are initially born into a cultural environment
that exerts a "quasi-coercive" influence on their early identity, they possess
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the volitional capacity to transcend this determinism. By aligning themselves
with their monotheistic primordial nature (fitra), individuals can achieve a de-
gree of autonomy that allows them to distance themselves from—and even
transform—the prevailing culture. This findings provides a theoretical basis
for human agency and moral responsibility within social systems.

The Gap Between Real and Perceived Identity: The study identifies that so-
cial and psychological crises (such as "identity confusion” or "identity decay")
often stem from a disconnect between "real identity" (the objective ontological
state of the person) and "perceived identity" (the person's subjective self-con-
cept). Social health requires an educational and cultural effort to align these
two dimensions through self-awareness and the cultivation of fitra.

4. Conclusion

The research concludes that identity is the root and foundation of culture,
rather than its byproduct. This realization has profound implications for so-
cial policy and education. It suggests that any attempt at "cultural engineer-
ing" or sustainable social reform will be superficial and temporary unless it
is preceded by identity engineering. Strategies for reform must focus on the
"ontological anchors"—specifically the monotheistic human anthropology
(fitra)—to liberate individuals from cultural stagnation and chaos.

Furthermore, the study argues that human societies are not doomed to
cultural determinism. By recognizing the individual shakilah as the source
of culture, researchers can identify responsible human agents behind social
trends. Ultimately, the goal of social evolution, within this monotheistic
framework, is to elevate human self-awareness to a level where individuals
can consciously shape their culture to facilitate "divine caliphate" and the
worship of God as the highest form of human identity. This approach chal-
lenges humanistic and relativistic social theories by grounding social science
in a fixed, monotheistic ontological reality.
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