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Introduction: Diverse and fragmented definitions of
cyberspace reflect its multi-dimensional complexity,
often leading to isolated and incomplete policy-mak-
ing. Given its pervasive influence on all aspects of
human life, identifying its essential components is
crucial for establishing sound governance.
Objective: The primary objective of this research is to
precisely understand and discover the inherent compo-
nents and sub-components of cyberspace to provide a
solid foundation for policy-making and management.
Methodology: This study utilizes a qualitative ap-
proach, specifically qualitative content analysis of
definitions and technological structures. Elements
were extracted using open, axial, and thematic coding,
and the final model was validated by experts.
Findings: The findings reveal that cyberspace consists
of three main components: the "Body" (encompassing
communication, computing, and content), "Relations"
(including interactions, lifestyle, and identity), and
"Governance" (comprising standardization, normali-
zation, and direction/control).

Conclusion: The technological "Body" serves as a
constitutive element that facilitates social relations
and new ways of living. The "Governance" compo-
nent provides a framework for directing and engineer-
ing this space, offering a key tool for policy-makers to
address modern challenges.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Since the beginning of the third millennium, the rapid and immersive
growth of cyberspace has fundamentally altered human existence, impacting
identity, culture, and governance. Despite its pervasive nature, cyberspace
remains a complex and multi-dimensional phenomenon that lacks a unified
definition. Existing descriptions often focus on narrow technical or social
aspects, leading to fragmented and "siloed" policy-making. This research
addresses the problem of inadequate governance resulting from a lack of
understanding of cyberspace's inherent nature. By discovering the essential
components and sub-components of this digital realm, the study aims to pro-
vide a robust theoretical foundation for comprehensive and effective strate-
gic management and policy-making.

2. Research Methodology
This study employs a qualitative research approach to explore the inher-
ent elements of cyberspace. The methodology consists of two primary paths:

*  Qualitative Content Analysis: The researcher analyzed numerous exist-
ing definitions of cyberspace, utilizing open, axial, and thematic coding
to extract key categories. This process involved reducing various defini-
tions to tangible (infrastructure-related) and intangible (environment-re-
lated) keywords.

e Causal Analysis: Utilizing the framework of the "Four Causes" (specifi-
cally formal and material causes), the study examined the technological
structures and social relations within cyberspace. The "formal cause"
was investigated through the lens of technological manifestations like
the Internet, while the "material cause" focused on the resulting social
interactions. The final model, synthesized from these two paths, was
subsequently validated through expert review to ensure its accuracy and
comprehensiveness.

3. Research Findings

The research identifies three core essential components of cyberspace,
each supported by specific sub-components:
*  The Body (Technological Dimension): This is the constitutive element of
cyberspace; without it, the digital realm cannot manifest. It consists of:
=  Communication Infrastructure: Includes high-speed highways, pro-
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tocols (TCP/IP), and hardware like routers and servers.

=  Computing: Encompasses hardware, software, operating systems,
and cloud computing capabilities.

= Content: Refers to the information, databases, and Big Data gener-
ated and processed within the network.
*  Relations (Social Dimension): Facilitated by the "Body," this component
represents the human and social impact of cyberspace. It consists of:
= Interactions: The new forms of human-to-human, human-to-ma-
chine, and machine-to-machine communication.

=  Living (Lifestyle): The emergence of a "new world" or parallel life
where activities like commerce, education, and social networking
occur.

= Identity: The formation of digital personalities, behaviors, and be-
liefs as humans immerse themselves in the cyber environment.

*  Governance (Regulatory and Control Dimension): This component pro-
vides the framework for directing and engineering the other two dimen-
sions. It consists of:
= Standardization: The technical rules and protocols (often influenced

by global powers and organizations like ICANN and IETF) that
allow the "Body" to function.
= Normalization: The creation of global "macro-subcultures" and so-
cial norms promoted through digital platforms.
=  Direction and Control: The mechanisms of power, including sur-
veillance (e.g., NSA's PRISM program) and the strategic influence
of tech giants, which shape the social and political landscape of
cyberspace.
The findings also highlight the role of US hegemony in the genealogy of
the Internet, noting that it is not a neutral technology but one embedded with
the strategic interests and cultural biases of its creators.

4. Conclusion

The research concludes that cyberspace is a multi-layered entity where
the technological "Body" serves as the foundation for social "Relations,"
both of which operate under the umbrella of "Governance". A significant
finding is that "Identity" and "Governance" are often overlooked in tradi-
tional definitions but are essential for understanding the current state of cy-
ber-power and digital sovereignty.

The practical implication of this study is that policy-makers must move
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beyond viewing cyberspace solely as a technical tool. Instead, they must
recognize it as a "new world" requiring a holistic governance approach that
addresses technological infrastructure, social dynamics, and regulatory con-
trol simultaneously. Failure to understand these essential components leaves
nations vulnerable to "modern ignorance" (Jahiliyyah), cyber-terrorism, and
digital colonization by global technological hegemons.
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