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Introduction Cultural and ethnic diversity is a real-
ity where proper interaction forms the foundation of
national unity. Given current challenges such as the
non-acceptance of differences or hasty judgments in
educational systems, explaining an educational mod-
el that provides equal opportunities for all groups is
vital.

Objective This research aims to explain the charac-
teristics of a desirable multicultural curriculum based
on the experiences of successful teachers in this field.
Methodology This is a multi-method study utilizing
the "Best Practice" method and qualitative content
analysis. Data were collected through semi-structured
interviews with 10 successful multicultural education
teachers (identified via the NAM website) and analyz-
ed using Glaser’s coding (open, axial, and selective).
Findings Curriculum characteristics were identi-
fied across four main axes: goals, content, teaching
methods, and evaluation, encompassing 28 sub-
themes. Key findings emphasize anti-discrimination
education, reflecting the experiences and successes
of diverse ethnic groups in content, the necessity of
professional teacher competencies, and the use of in-
teractive teaching and culturally sensitive evaluation
methods.

Conclusion The final conclusion indicates that suc-
cess in multicultural education requires reforming
teacher attitudes, revising the hidden curriculum, and
linking students' daily lives with the school environ-
ment. This research serves as a practical guide for
policymakers to design justice-oriented curricula.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In an increasingly globalized world, cultural and ethnic diversity has be-
come a fundamental reality of modern societies. Cultural relativism suggests
that human behaviors are shaped by learned patterns and daily interactions
rather than genetic traits. Therefore, the quality of interaction between di-
verse groups serves as the cornerstone of national unity and social peace.
However, many educational systems face significant challenges, such as the
non-acceptance of differences or the presence of hasty, negative prejudices
among educators regarding students from diverse backgrounds.

Education is not merely about literacy but about fostering citizens who
can appreciate their own culture while respecting others as a source of so-
cietal strength. There is a critical need for a curriculum that moves beyond
a "one-size-fits-all" approach to provide equitable opportunities for all. This
research was conducted to explain the characteristics of a desirable multi-
cultural curriculum by drawing upon the lived experiences and professional
insights of teachers who have demonstrated excellence in this field.

2. Materials & Methods

This study utilized a multi-method research design, specifically integrat-
ing the "Best Practice" (ideal experience) method with qualitative content
analysis. The "Best Practice" approach was employed to identify and select
exemplary cases in the field of multicultural studies.

*  Participants: The research population consisted of successful multi-
cultural education teachers identified through the official website of the Na-
tional Association for Multicultural Education (NAM). A total of 10 teachers
from diverse geographical and cultural backgrounds (including the US, Chi-
na, Turkey, and Canada) were selected based on their professional accolades
and high performance ratings.

e Data Collection: Data were gathered through semi-structured inter-
views lasting between 15 to 30 minutes. To ensure validity, transcribed texts
and extracted concepts were shared with participants for feedback.

*  Data Analysis: The researcher employed Glaser’s grounded theory
approach, involving three stages of coding: open coding (assigning concep-
tual codes to meaningful units), axial coding (comparing and categorizing
concepts), and selective coding (forming the final curriculum framework).
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3. Discussion & Results

The analysis revealed that a desirable multicultural curriculum consists of
four primary pillars—Goals, Content, Teaching Methods, and Evaluation—
encompassing a total of 28 sub-themes.

e Curriculum Goals: The findings categorize goals into general and
specific objectives. General goals focus on anti-discrimination education,
promoting respect for diversity, and strengthening national solidarity. Specif-
ic goals include the development of critical thinking, social skills (empathy
and tolerance), and the creation of a "safe environment" where students feel
their cultural identity is valued.

e Curriculum Content: Content should be multidisciplinary and re-
flect the history, successes, and perspectives of diverse ethnic groups rather
than just the dominant culture. A key finding is the importance of integrating
students' daily lives and recognizing native languages as valid systems of
communication that enhance academic success.

»  Teaching Methods: Success in this area depends heavily on teach-
er competencies, including a positive attitude toward diversity and a deep
knowledge of various ethnic histories. Effective methods are student-cen-
tered, interactive, and participatory. Teachers highlighted the "open-door
policy" for parent engagement and the use of critical narratives to bridge the
gap between school and the students' home environments.

e Evaluation: The study emphasizes culturally sensitive evaluation.
This involves moving away from standardized, one-dimensional testing—
which often unfairly labels bilingual students as low-achieving—toward
continuous, multidimensional, and non-verbal assessments. Evaluation
should consider the student's cultural context and language background to be
truly equitable.

4. Conclusion

The research concludes that a successful multicultural curriculum re-
quires more than just changing textbooks; it necessitates a transformation of
the "hidden curriculum". While the explicit curriculum includes books and
lesson plans, the hidden curriculum—consisting of the underlying values
and attitudes of the school culture—often dictates how students from diverse
backgrounds are perceived.

Teachers play a pivotal role as facilitators who must first reform their
own attitudes and biases. By creating a "Third Space" that bridges formal



Katayoon Hamidizadeh ¢fq——

school knowledge with the informal knowledge students bring from home,
educators can foster an environment where diversity is celebrated as an asset.
Ultimately, this study serves as a practical framework for policymakers to
design curricula that promote social justice and ensure that every student, re-
gardless of their ethnic or cultural background, has the opportunity to thrive.
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